
LaaLr LS

jHHKI aLws.BJaar Fiss Eaa&JaaaV a3z9E CSK Az UV

M1SW O HLK! rillVE; ISST" TTHifc: OJHLajet? KALL V HERE rjrjaJBV JVIAY

vox. --
-a. CHICAGO, JULY IS, 1911. 2.M"M""M'B'B',M""M,""",''M,"''MI"""MiiMMi""'IM'M""'"lM"i

Robert T. Motts, Owner and

Manager of the Pekin Theater
PASSED AWAT AT HIS BEAUTIFUL HOME, 4110 CALUMET AVENUE, EARLY MONDAY MORNING.

HE WAS THE IiAST OP THE FIRM OP SNOWDEN, MOTTS, AND BEASLET.

HE CAME TO THIS CITY "FROM WASHINGTON, IOWA, HE WAS BORN AND WHERE HIS BE-MAIN-S

WILL LIE BY THE SIDE OF HIS PARENTS, THURTV YKAB8 AGO.

AND SINGLE HANDED AND ALONE HE ACHIEVED FAME AND FORTUNE AND THTi INFLUENCE WHICH
HE EX EXERTED FOR GOOD WILL FOR MANY YEARS TO COME IN THE MEMORIES OF THOSE
WHO KNOW HIM BEST.

FUNERAL SERVICES WERE HTTTiT) OVER HIS REMAINS AT QUINN CHAPEL THURSDAY AFTERNOON AND
WELL ON TO FOUR THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE IN AND ABOUND THE CHURCH DURING THE
SERVICES.

REVS. W. D. COOIZ AND D. P. ROBERTS, PAH) GLOWING TRIBUTES TO HIM AS AN ENTERPRISING CITIZEN,
BENEVOLENT FRIEND AND BENEFACTOR TO HIS FELLOW MEN.

M. JACKSON WAS IN OF THE FUNE2AL ARRANGEMENTS AND PERFORMED HIS PART
TO PERFECTION.

THE ELKS HEADED BY THHIR BAND-- MET THE FUNERAL CORTEGE AT 35th AND STATE STREET AND
MARCHED ON TO THE CHURCH WITH IT.

THE FLORAL TRIBUTES WERE NUMEROUS AND SIMPLY 'MAGNIFICENT.

FRANK W. SOLON, SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS OF CHICAGO, JAMES A. QUINN, CITY httat.-rr- l STATE
SENATOR FRANCIS P. BRADY, ALDERMAN WILSON SHUFELT, ATTORNEY GEORGE S. FOSTER AND
OTHER PROMINENT WHITE CITIZENS ATTENDED THE SERVICES.

ROBERT T. MOTIS WAS ONE OF OUR WARMEST FRIENDS AND WITH HTK THOUSANDS OF FRIENDS THE
WHITER JOINS WITH THEM IN LAMENTING HIS UNTIMELY DEATH.

Robert T. Motts, --who was a power
in politics among the Afco-Ameri-ca-

on the South "Side, "who was also
a giant in the business and theatrical
world among both races and who
was well and favorably known
throughout all parts of the United
Statees and the old' world as well,
for be It remembered that he had
the honor of being the first Colored
man In the wide world to construct
and conduct a theater, to be run in
the Interest of the Colored race; in
which members of his race always
had the right of way on its stage, even
down to the very day of his death.

Silently passed away early last
Monday .morning at his beautiful home
4110 Calumet ave, after an ittness of
three or four weeks, leukemi was
the immediate cause of "his death.

He was born in Washington, Iowa,
June 24, 1861, being a little more

Tmn go years old at the time he
gently folded his arms, in death, he
wended his way to this city Without
money and friends in 1881, from his
native home, And after serving as a
first class coachman and working at
other odd Jobs, all the time .saving lis
money, he finally decided to engage
in business for himself and shortly
thereafter the old firm of Snowden,
Motts and Beaaley,. was formed
which consisted of Samuel R, Snow-
den, who died a few years ago in
New York City, without one dollar to
his name, Robert T. Motts, and Wil-
liam Beasley,, who passed away a
few years ago stripped of every dol- -j

lar of-hl- s former wealth.
They threw their names jo 'the

iohows
and perfection:
become the faeadqcarters for 'all 'the
Colored sporting men 'in this city
and also for those visiting: it from all
parts of the United States and the
result was that they money

they continued In busi--j
nesaj-a- t ,tfiat number nntll-lsw- r then
they;, removed to State .street;
and' bo1 "ose can ever estimate -- k&.

amount of moaer they made 'fetter:
their removal farther South, for each
member the firm fairly rolled 'In
weatfh'aad at all times taey wereW
decked from head id

and- - other costly Jewelry; la
time -- Saowden and .Be&sley, coaclad-e- d

that they "had enough money to
paint 'the whole world red, so they
dropped "oat of the old firm and Rob-

ert T. Motts, contused to press fee.

and-- on- - single- - aad aloae, he

a good JbJt of ft la real estate and
when away -- & Jlfd 75
feet f St-a- t ?7fc;ad
State, trwt, wfcer t3rt Pkhi letter
stasia as a JlyJig oapea.t io Ms
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thirft and enterprise, he also owned, in singing. Wearer My God to Thee'l
the brick building at 36th and State

occupied by Rankin and
White's drug store, aside from own-
ing his beautiful home on Calumet
ave., near 41st street. In addition to
owning and controlling "a. great deal
of very valuable personal property
and it can be said that he
achieved fame and fortune and that
the influence which he exerted for
good, will live for many years ;o
come in the memorjes of those who
knew him best.

Funeral services were held over
nis remains at Quinn Chapel, Thurs-
day afternoon and well onto four
thousand people were In and around
the church during the services, prov-

ing beyond a doubt that he occu--pie- d

a warm spot-i- the hearts of the
In all walks of life.

Revs. W. D. Cook and D. P. Rob-

erts, in their eloquent orations over
his mortal remains paid glowing

to him as an enterprising
citizen, benevolent friend and bene
factor to his fellowmen and that he j

j surely would find favor in "the sight
of the great God who sent him into
this world and then removed him
from It at His own appointed time
that he much more in
evry way In the short space of time
be "was in it, thousands of those
who live to be-thre- e score years and
ten," their words of consolation to
his broken hearted relatives and sor-

rowing friends were Indeed very be
fitting.

Daniel M. Jackson, was In charge of
the funeral arrangements which were.., . i , . '.ih - ran Tin, gm - as ana ne penoraea ni iiIh.a'rery short time their resortf
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truly
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tributes
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First music by the Byron Brothers
Orchestra; opening remarks, Rev. W.
D. Cook; Prayer, Rev. Dr. H. J. Callls;
Solo, "Flee as a Bird Mrs. Marie
Burton-Hyram- ; tribute to nis mem
ory. Her. "W. D. Cook; Solo, Dear
Lord Remember.. . Me, Crelghton
Thompson; Singing" by the choir
Solo, Mrs. Pattla Brown; Remarks,
Rev. Dr P. Roberts, Pastor of Bethel
Church; Solo, Miss Ida. Banks.

The Elks, headed Dythel band
met the funeral cortege t 3Sth and
State street and marched onto the
church; with it and after the above
services had oeen' rendered the mem-

bers of that --order assumed charge of
his remains and J. J. Jones', ita.
Grasd Exalted Ruler, conducted their
cerefiaoniee over them, Loals B. abo-erso- a,

very etTectingly read the obit--

saved, his mosey a& wisely iBrestelaaiT and after-Rofeer- t --TV M&ttr, was

'jhfrjJMieft
t&cerar;bf

accomplished

raafele to answer to Us name when

The floral tributes, were numerous
and simply magnificent. Among those
contributing them were as follows:
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Holt, harp
and wreath of whfte and pink roses.
Major and Mrs. F. A. Denlson, wreath.
The Colored Vaudeville Benevolent
Association, floral heart, Billy
Kersands, S. Davis, Ruby Shelton,
Sylvester Russell C. Bruce, Bert Mur-
phy, S. McKIsBlck W. P. Sweetman,
B. McCarroll, and others, wreath,
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Kersands; Goats
Club pillow; Frogs of New York
City, wreath; Mr. and Mrs. Bunch,
Mr. Joseph Kelley and Mr. and Mrs.
A. W. Johnson, pillow; L. L. Sachs,
flat piece; Rufus Estes, flat piece;
Mr. Schank and Schultz, wreath; Mr.
and Mrs. A. F. Codozoe, wreath;
Griffin Sisters, .broken harp; Joe
Bach, fiat wreatn; C. R. L. D. A.,
broken wheel; CoL and Mrs. J. R.
Marshall and Essie Arnold, moon and
star; Mr and Mrs. Montrose Rankin,
aheaf of wheat; Mrs. D. P. French
and Mrs. R. P. Johnson, lillles Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Jones, American
Beauties; W. H. Bowers and G. F.
Leibrandt; white roses; Reefi Bros, and
Africanders, roses, lillles, carnations I

ana macs; Airs. H j. Hines, wreatn
roses and sweet peas; Appomattox
Club, wreath roses, carnations and lil-

lles; Mrs. Gabe Smith. Miss Grace
Knighten, and Mrs. Frances Tervalon,
pink carnation and American beaut- - J

les; Mr. Edward D, Green, .pedestral
wreath of white roses; Mr. and Mrs.
James Cooper and D. Sampson and
D Copper, white roses; 21r. and Mrs.
Z h. Fry, lillles easter; Aid. Geo. F.
Harding, wreath.

The flowers extended clear' across
the platform In "Quinn chapel, and
there 'was hardly sufficient room to
properly display them, two carriages
were used In conveying them to and
fonj the church.

Frank: W. Solon, superintendent of
streets of Chicago; James A. jQuinn,
It's city sealer; State Senator 'Fran
cis P, Brady, Aledrman Wilson Shu.
felt. Attorney George S. Foster, and
other prominent white citizens at-

tended the funeral services. Mr. Fos-
ter, and four other white families
aside from his own residing oh the
North side all came .from Washing-
ton, Iowa, the- - birthplace .of Robert
T. Motts, and knowing him and
highly respecting his family, Wednes-
day evening they held a meeting at
the home of Mr. Foster and' 'they
selected aim to visit the house and

the roB wa-- ed and after a aaort convey their aabosaded. sympathy 'to
talk 7,W.3W-,- " 2F4fckee, the Elks the SHSrs ef hi family, aad ttfaf--

doeed Hke tmrtrnt ike awrtfese "by lm& tie ltawal ierrices, aad to I
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Late owner and manager of the Pekin Theatre, who folded hts arms In

death early last Monday morning at his beautiful home, 4110 Calu-

met avenue.

to how they were conducted and so
on and Mr. Foster carried out their
instructions to the letter.

Joseph R. Dunn, Frenchy Coleman,
George Height, George J. Terrell,

Charles Powell and AL Perice were

the active pall bearers, while the hon-

orary pall bearers were as follows :

Wm. R. Cowan," Ed. D. Green, Eman
uel Jackson, Henry Jones, Montrose
Rankin, Beaureguard F. Moseley,

Geo. W. Holt, James Tupplns, Jesse
Blnga, John Slanter, A. F. Tervalon.

James Miller, Wm. Clark, L. B. n,

A. F. Cordozoe, Ed. Wilson,

Capt John Fry, Prof. Wm.' Emanuel.

John Slaughter, Sam Corker Jr-Lie-
uL.

John L. Hawkins, Dan "White.

Tom Price. "
Robert Motts. is survived by one

,b'rother, Fred Motts, who resides in
Washington, Iowa, one sister, miss
Lucy. Lindsay, two nelces, the Misses

Nora and Helen Motts, and four ne-

phews, Ralph. Thomas F. Robert and

Leon Motts, he was a member of the
Elks, the Appomattox Club, and sec-

retary of the Colored Retail Liquor

Dealers Association, and its president
Henry (Tenan) Jones who was his

bosom friend stood faithfully by him

to the end of his life's journey.

. His remains were encased in a state

casket oT ceaar ana, uuuuiiw.
ered with heavy black broad cloth,

ornamented with rich sller mount-

ings: the hearse conveying it to and

from the church, and to the Rock

Island Depot was drawn oy iour
black horses heavily draped in mourn-

ing At 11:30 o'clock, Thursday eve- -

nlngi hlB earthly. . remains were

placed, aboard a 'train on the Rock

Island and those; accompanying- - uw
body to Washington Iowa, were Mes-dam- es

Henry Jones, and Montrose

Rankin, Misses EsleHa Clark, Essie
Arnold, Ella Edwards, Messrs. Henry
Jones, Hon. Ed. D. Green, James
Miller, Sam J. Cbrier, Jr, J. 1 Fry,
Geo. W. Holt. Lieut. Hawkins, W,

H. Cowan and Dan M. Jacksoa and I

en Friday he was laid to rest ty me
side of his parents who have gone

on into the next world before Mm.
Robert T2. liotts, waa oae of oar

warmest irlena aa with ato thou-

sands irfead the writer Maftly
l&c --wlti.-tte la imtmtimg Ws aa'
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THE TRIBUTE OF LOUIS B. AN-

DERSON TO THE MEMORY OF
ROBERT T. MOTTS.

"A spirit looking backwards, sighed:
"How strange that now you see jo

flaw
In one whose faults alone you saw
Before be died."

At this hour and in this presence
we come to pay the parting tribute to

the life and character of our Bilent
friend as we knew and spoke of him
in his lifetime. We shall not inter
with his body those splendid qualities
which made him such a hopeful force
in the struggles of his peopla to attain
merit and reward. Bather, we shall
treasure them as cherished memories of
a great character.

Robert T. Motts stood in this com-

munity as a giant oak in the forest.
He was the pioneer representative of
the Negro race in the successful con-du- et

of a thatrfcal enterprise. It was
in this line of endeavor that he stands
most prominently out as a benefactor
of countless aspiring Thespians whose
successful careers owe their beginning
to the helpful hand and kindly min
istrations of Robert Motts. Standing
today as a mute monument to his
genius and enterprise the Pekin Thea.
ter will always live and be rememberd
as his crowning effort. With the pos-

sible exception of his immediate fam-

ily, none will miss him more than the
small army of employes, of the Pekin
Theater and its subsidiary activities.
To him they looked as children to a
parent. Hu great big heart and ten-

der consideration made possible the
very daily existence of more members
of his race, than, perhaps any other
Bingle representative of his people in
any part of our common country.
Throughout this land, and is. foreign
lands, the name of Robert Motts was
known; Ihdeep, no empty statement is
made when we say that he was one of
the best known and loved members of
his race.

As a citizen he was honored and re-

spected everywhere. In testimony of
the high esteem In which he was held
by easiness men of large interests, we
recall as incident whieh happened
seae few weeks prior io Ids fatal 21- -
aesay AyeBBg maa ef reflnsseat aad
'jateWfeaee, raer 3uA recently- - arrived
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in Chicago, after futile attempts to
secure employment sought out and told
the story of his failure to our departed
friend. Satisfying himself that the
young man was worthy, he boarded a
street car, took him to a business
friend and requested that he be given
employment. The young man was
given a position at good wages. We
do not know whether this young man is
in our presence today mourning the
loss of his benefactor, but we do know
that this is but one of the numerous
kindly deeds so characteristic of the
man.

The organization, at whose request I
feebly pay this tribute, had no mem-
ber more valuable than he. They, in
common with thousands of others, will
feel deeply his loss. They will miss
his words of wisdom, his counsel and
advice.

And now, as we are about to finally
gaze with bedimmed eyes upon all that
remains mortal of our friend and
brother, and as with faltering tones
we bid him a long farewell, we cannot
help recalling the last tribute paid by
Fitz-Gree- n Halleck to his bpsom friend
Drake:

"Green be the sods above thee,
Friend of my better days; '
None knew thee but to 'love theey-- .,
Npr spoke of theee but in praise."

BRILLIANT RECEPTION HELD AT
THE. APPOMATTOX CLUB IN

HONOR OF THE NEWLY
WEDDED BRIDES.

Friday afternoon from 2 to 5
o'clock a very brilliant reception .was
held at Appomattox Club In honor
of the newly wedded brides, Mrs.
Marie Burton-Hyra- m and Mrs. Mattie
Johnson-Youn- g. Mrs. Martha B An?
derson, Mrs. William Emanuel, Mrs.
Robert J. Collins, Mrs, M-- A. Ma-
jors and. Miss Diana Hackley very
charmingly received the three hun-
dred richly gowned tedieg who at-
tended It, many of them being, con
veyed to and from the reception in
autos.

The dab rooms were beautlfallr
decorated with American beauties
and other choice ilowers aad pal'aw.
Sweet mssje was dtecearsed. d&riag
the reoef tloa-aa- d la every way It ws
a very enjoyahtj affair.
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